
ASSUMPTION RELIGIOUS EDUCATION 
EIGHTH GRADE CALENDAR OF LESSONS 2019-2020 

FRIDAYS, FAITH & FAMILY  
 

TEXT:  Finding God:  Celebrating Church 
 
The Faith of a Seventh and Eighth Grader:  This is an age of rapid and profound growth.  Physical, 
emotional, intellectual, and spiritual developments are all taking place in these young teens.  While peers are a 
very strong influence at this age, adults continue to be important in the lives of young teens.  This is particularly 
true when they are troubled, fearful, unsure of situations in which they find themselves.  Because twelve- to 
fourteen-year-olds are more able to think abstractly than in previous years, they now have the capacity for 
critical reflection on their experiences and how they can find God in their lives.  Faith traditions and moral 
guidance can offer this age group the structure and security they need during this turbulent time.   
 
You can expect your seventh and eighth grader to: 

 To have an increased conscience formation 
 To seek freedom, but still need structure 
 To challenge and question beliefs and norms of the community 
 To be able to be more reflective of themselves and their experiences 
 To place importance on faith tradition as an anchor and support when everything else is in flux 
 To need their questions welcomed and need to be encouraged in their self-expression 

 
This calendar of lessons is being provided to you so you will know what will be discussed each month.  It will 
also guide you in completing lessons at home if your son or daughter is absent. 
 
OTHER:  Service Hours - Each student is required to perform 10 hours of community service as part of their 
spiritual training.  Hours must be turned in to their Catechist by the end of the program in May in order to 
receive credit. 
 
 
DATE:       TOGETHER TONIGHT:        AT HOME, BEFORE NEXT MONTH:           FOCUS: 
 ________________________________________________________________________________ 

9/27/19 Unit 1 & Chapter 1: 
Jesus’ Message  

Chapter 5: Celebrating 
Ordinary Time 
 

We are called to follow Peter’s example by 
proclaiming the Good News to others. 

 

10/25/19 Chapters 2 & 3:  The 
Church Grows & 
Witnesses to the Faith 

Chapter 4: The 
Catechumenate in the 
Early Church 

Following the example of the church 
leaders at the Council of Jerusalem, we 
are called to welcome all those who want 
to join the church. The early Christian 
martyrs were faithful to Jesus, even in the 
face of adversity. 
 

11/22/19 Unit 2 & Chapter 6: 
We Believe 
 

Chapter 9: Sent on a 
Mission 

During the early ecumenical councils, 
Church leaders reflected on Jesus’ 
relationship with God the Father.  The 
Nicene Creed developed from these early 
councils. 
 

12/6/19 Chapters 7 & 8: Praise 
God in Worship & 
Monasteries and 
Community  

Chapter 10:  Celebrating 
Advent and Christmas 

We grow in our relationship with God 
when we live by the first three 
commandments. Practicing the virtues of 
poverty, chastity, and obedience helps us 
follow Jesus’ example and live peacefully 
with others. 
 

1/10/20 Unit 3 & Chapter 11: 
The Church & Society  

Chapters 12:  The Great 
Cathedrals and Worship 

The Marks of the Church are one way we 
express our unity as a community of 
believers. 



2/7/20 Chapters 13 & 14: 
Nourished by the 
Eucharist & Serving 
Physical and Spiritual 
Needs  

Chapter 15: Celebrating 
Lent  
 

Participating in the celebration of the 
Eucharist unites us as members of the 
Body of Christ.  We care for people’s 
physical and spiritual needs by following 
the example of the church. 
 

2/22/20 Pasta Supper & 
Basket Raffle 
Religious Education 
Fundraiser 

 School Cafeteria 
Seatings at 5 & 7 p.m. 
Take-out Available 
Purchase Tickets on Parish Website 

2/26/20 Ash Wednesday 
Prayer Service 
 

4:00 p.m. Church.  All Are Welcome.  Masses 
7:00 a.m., 12:05 p.m., 7:30 p.m. 

2/28/20 Unit 4 & Chapters 16 & 
17: The Protestant 
Reformation and 
Renewal in the Church. 
 

Chapter 18:  The Church 
reaches Out 
 

We find our calling from God by focusing 
our hearts and minds on listening to what 
God asks of us.  Making good, moral 
decisions is not always easy, but we can 
find support and forgiveness in God. 

 

3/20/20 FFF goes to the 
Interfaith Food Pantry, 
Morris Plains 
 

Chapter 20:  Celebrating 
Holy Week and Easter 

 
 

 
4/5/20 

 
Palm Sunday 
 

  

 
4/12/20 

 
Easter Sunday 
 

  
 

4/19/20 Unit 5 & Chapters 19 & 
21: Faith and Reason & 
Truth Revealed by God 
 

Chapters 24 & 25: 
People for Others & 
Celebrating Pentecost  
 

Faith is possible because we believe God 
is the truth, and we trust him 
wholeheartedly. In response to the 
modernism movement, the Church 
developed new ways to reach followers. 

 

5/8/20 Chapters 22 & 23: 
Acting on Behalf of 
Justice & Called by God 
  

 
 

We build up the Kingdom of God by 
working to end injustices and answering 
God’s call to serve. We respond to God’s 
call of holiness by serving others and 
spreading God’s grace. 

 
 
Please Note:  As participants in Fridays, Faith and Family, it is expected that your family will make every effort 
to attend every session and will keep up with the assigned lessons to be completed “at home, before next 
month.”  If not, a large portion of information necessary for continuing faith formation is lost.  Irregular 
attendance and assignments that are left incomplete will automatically prevent your family from participating in 
FFF next year.  If you find this too difficult to adhere to, please speak with Linda as soon as possible. 


