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Divine Mercy and 

Devotion to Divine Mercy

“…in one moment, I can give you more than 

you are able to desire.” (Diary, 1169)

Painting of St. Faustina receiving vision of Image

Perpetual vows before the original Image

Thank you Linda, for offering me the opportunity to present to all of you about Divine Mercy and its 
devotions. I asked Linda if I could hand out information about Divine Mercy and Divine Mercy Sunday 
at this week’s session.  She asked if I wanted to present.  He said “Witness me.” I jumped at the 
chance – not because I think I am the best person in this room to do it but because I finally feel ready 
to be the witness to his Mercy that he asks me to be.  So, with complete trust in Him, I will do that to 
the best of my ability.

Before starting anything with this presentation, I asked him to make known to me what message he 
wanted made known.  I wrote the words down verbatim as they came into my mind.  It is probably the 
only part of this presentation that hasn’t been written, rewritten and then refined.  And when I veered 
away toward the history I find really fascinating or get bogged down in the theology, I’d open a source 
that would draw me right back to these five points: 

•My Mercy is for everyone.

•Ask for it often. It will be given to you.

•Trust in me. 

•Make my Mercy known.

•Be Mercy for others.

In researching information on the Internet, one of the biggest threats to the Divine Mercy devotion 
now seems to be inaccurate information and information without context.  So, I have tried to only 
draw from official sources, which I’ve listed at the end of the presentation – the Marians of the 
Immaculate Conception, St. Faustina’s own religious order, her Diary, and my personal experience.

So, I thank you in advance for your attention, I’d welcome any questions when its done or at any 
other time.  With that0here we go.
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Saint Maria Faustyna Kowalska of the 

Blessed Sacrament (Saint Faustina)

• St. Faustina (Helena)  Kowalska was born 

in August 1905 in Poland. The  third of 10 

children, she helped support her family 

through domestic service in wealthy 

houses.

• St. Faustina discerned religious life at an 

early age and overcame obstacles to join 

the Congregation of the Sisters of Our 

Lady of Mercy at age 20.  

• The mission entrusted to her by Jesus 

consisted of reminding the whole world 

about the truth of God’s merciful love, 

communicating a new form of The Divine 

Mercy devotion, and inspiring religious 

renewal in the spirit of this devotion.

• This mission was recorded in her Diary

which she kept at the specific request of 

the Jesus and her confessors. 

It would be a mistake to present about Divine Mercy without at least a few words 

about the saint who reminded us of God’s merciful love. 

Faustina (Helena) Kowalska was born in Poland in 1905 to a large peasant family. 

After some years of working as a servant in wealthy houses, she joined the 

Congregation of the Sisters of Our Lady of Mercy. 

In the convent, she carried out the duties of cook, gardener, and porter as great joy. 

St. Faustina fostered a love of Christ in the Eucharist during her time at the convent.  

She was blessed with an unusually rich interior life, endowed with many spiritual 

gifts. 

Jesus entrusted her with a mission.  Her mission consisted of reminding the whole 

world about the truth of God’s merciful love, communicating a new form of The 

Divine Mercy devotion, and inspiring religious renewal in the spirit of this devotion. 

St. Faustina died in 1938 in Krakow, Poland. She left behind a spiritual diary, which

is considered to be one of the  outstanding works of mystical literature.  There are 

calls for her to be made a Doctor of the Church.
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What is Divine Mercy?

The message of The Divine 
Mercy is simple. It is that God 
loves us – all of us. And, he 
wants us to recognize that His 
mercy is greater than our sins, 
so that we will call upon Him 
with trust, receive His mercy, 
and let it flow through us to 
others. Thus, all will come to 
share His joy. 

Ask for his Mercy

Be merciful

Completely trust in Jesus

Source: https://www.thedivinemercy.org/message/

Divine Mercy is deeply rooted in the Bible and in liturgical tradition. The essence of 

the devotion is TRUST.  The biblical attitude of faith.  Trust in God.  Not the Internet, 

not social media. Not strangers to validate you or forgive your actions.  But, in the 

God who created you, knows you and loves you regardless.  

John 6:35-37 says “0No one who comes to Me shall ever be hungry, no one who 

believes in Me shall ever thirst. No one who comes will I ever reject." 

As Holy Father Benedict XVI said: This message really is a central message 

precisely for our time: Mercy as God’s power, as a divine barrier against the evil of 

the world. Therefore, there is a great need to share this gift as well as possible and 

very generously. 
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What is Devotion to the Divine Mercy?

• The foundation of devotion to 
the Divine Mercy is trust and 
mercy.  Trust in God is the 
very essence of the devotion. 
Mercy towards neighbor is the 
other essential condition. 

• What it isn’t:  Divine Mercy 
prayer and devotion isn’t 
about checking off a daily 
chaplet or carrying the image.  

• It is lived. 

It is incomplete without your 
trust and your acts of mercy.

The graces of My mercy are drawn  by The graces of My mercy are drawn  by The graces of My mercy are drawn  by The graces of My mercy are drawn  by 

means of one vessel only, and that is means of one vessel only, and that is means of one vessel only, and that is means of one vessel only, and that is 

trust. The more a soul trusts, the more trust. The more a soul trusts, the more trust. The more a soul trusts, the more trust. The more a soul trusts, the more 

it will receive. Souls that trust it will receive. Souls that trust it will receive. Souls that trust it will receive. Souls that trust 

boundlessly are a great comfort to Me, boundlessly are a great comfort to Me, boundlessly are a great comfort to Me, boundlessly are a great comfort to Me, 

because I pour all the treasures of My because I pour all the treasures of My because I pour all the treasures of My because I pour all the treasures of My 

graces into them. I rejoice that they graces into them. I rejoice that they graces into them. I rejoice that they graces into them. I rejoice that they 

ask for much, because it is My desire ask for much, because it is My desire ask for much, because it is My desire ask for much, because it is My desire 

to give much, very much.to give much, very much.to give much, very much.to give much, very much.

((((DiaryDiaryDiaryDiary 1578) 1578) 1578) 1578) 

Before getting into the elements of devotion to the Divine Mercy, I want to 

emphasize the foundation of it. The essence of the devotion is TRUST.  The 

biblical attitude of faith.  Trust in God.  Not in the Internet, astrology, 

numerology, or the metaphysical properties of crystals. Not social media. Not 

strangers to validate you or forgive your actions.  But, in God - the God who 

created you, knows you and loves you regardless. 

Because in the end, Divine Mercy isn’t the words of a prayer to be said or an 

image to be hanged on a wall.  It is lived – it is lived inside you and through 

you to others.

Trust and mercy go hand-in-hand, and it is incomplete without your trust and 

your acts of mercy to others. 
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What are the Devotions to Divine Mercy? 

Jesus attached promises for everyone to these devotions:

• Image of the Merciful Jesus

• Feast of the Divine Mercy

• Chaplet to the Divine Mercy

• Novena to the Divine Mercy

• Hour of Mercy

• Spreading honor of the Divine Mercy

Divine Mercy 
Sunday 2019

There’s so much to the story of Divine Mercy: revelation, mystery, danger, 

opposition and triumph.  There is the Image, the chaplet, and the novena (which 

can be said at any time but starts on Good Friday) – all are special and I could 

spend considerable time talking about why they deserve to be incorporated into 

your spiritual life.  I’m so happy that the Image is now displayed at our church and 

that the chaplet is said after the noon weekday Mass.

But, I’ve heard people groan when a “new to them” devotion is mentioned – “there 

are already so many, I don’t have time for another in my day.” It truly isn’t about the 

quantity of devotions one says but about the quality of your devotion when saying it. 

Jesus isn’t asking you to do all of these devotions in order to receive his mercy.  He 

is opening as many avenues as possible for you to come to him, to ask for his 

mercy, to receive the grace of his mercy and be that mercy for others. 

So, while I’ll speak to you about the Image and mention the other devotions that are 

part of Divine Mercy, my focus is truly on one day, one hour, one action on your part 

– receive him in Communion out of love and with complete trust.  Well, two actions 

– reconcile with him first through confession and receive him with trust on the Feast 

of Mercy.

But, first, the image that set all wheels in motion0
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The Image of the Merciful Jesus

““““Happy is the one who will dwell in their shelter Happy is the one who will dwell in their shelter Happy is the one who will dwell in their shelter Happy is the one who will dwell in their shelter 
(the rays)(the rays)(the rays)(the rays),,,,”””” said Jesus, said Jesus, said Jesus, said Jesus, ““““for the just hand of God for the just hand of God for the just hand of God for the just hand of God 

shall not lay hold of him.shall not lay hold of him.shall not lay hold of him.shall not lay hold of him.””””

(Diary, 299)(Diary, 299)(Diary, 299)(Diary, 299)

The Image in St. Michael’s Church, Vilnius

(1937-1948)
The Image in Nowa Ruda, first as a church then as a 

warehouse, Belarus (1956-1986)

The Image where it resides now, at the 

Sanctuary of Divine Mercy in Vilnius 

The image of the Merciful Jesus – the one painted according to the vision that Sister 

Faustina had in Płock on the 22nd of February 1931, has a story worthy of its own 

presentation.  It was painted, venerated, purchased, confiscated, “lost”, venerated, 

abandoned, rescued, and returned.  It now  hangs in the Cathedral in Vilnius, 

Lithuania, having been faithfully restored to its original colors and contours. 

On the 22th February, 1931, in a cell of the convent of the Congregation of the 

Sisters of Our Lady of Mercy in Płock, He appeared to Sister Faustina – she saw 

Him just as He is represented in the image and He commanded her to paint His 

picture according to the vision. She wrote about this in her ‚Diary’: In the evening, 

when I was in my cell I saw the Lord Jesus clothed in a white garment. One hand 

was raised in the gesture of blessing, the other was touching the garment at the 

breast. From beneath the garment, slightly drawn aside at the breast, there were 

emanating two large rays, one red, the other pale (0) After a while, Jesus said to 

me: ‚Paint an image according to the pattern you see: with the signature: Jesus, I 

trust in You’. I desire that this image be venerated, first in your chapel and [then] 

throughout the world (Diary 47). 

In 1934 the first image of the Divine Mercy was painted under Sister Faustina’s

direction in the studio of a Vilnius artist, Eugeniusz Kazimirowski. Since that time 

many different versions of the image of the Merciful Christ according to Sister 

Faustina’s vision have been painted. 
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The Original Divine Mercy Image

"I am offering people a vessel with 

which they are to keep coming for 

graces to the fountain of mercy. 

That vessel is this image with the 

signature: 'Jesus, I trust in you." 

(Diary, 327)

"By means of this image I shall be 

granting many graces to souls; so 

let every soul have access to it" 

(Diary, 570). 

Jesus asked that the Divine Mercy image – the image of the Merciful Jesus – be venerated and made known so 
that it could be a vessel of graces, a vessel of Mercy for souls. 

What does it mean to venerate an image? Dr. Bryan Thatcher, a former medical doctor who gave up his 
successful practice to devote his live to speaking about the Eucharist and Divine Mercy puts it this way: It simply 
means we regard with great respect and reverence the person portrayed in the image, an action which is not 
contrary to the First Commandment. People carry pictures of their loved ones in their wallets; this does not 
mean they love the picture, per se. Rather, it reminds them of someone they truly love. 

I think this is why Jesus said the image must contain the words, Jesus, I trust in you.  If you truly regard the 
image with respect and reverence, rather than just glancing at it, you are reminded every day that he loves you 
and to trust in him. 

The Image of The Divine Mercy represents the risen Christ whose hands and feet bear the marks of the 
Crucifixion. When asked about the meaning of the rays from His pierced Heart, Jesus explained, "The pale ray 
stands for the Water which makes souls righteous. The red ray stands for the Blood which is the life of souls. ... 
These two rays issued forth from the very depths of My tender mercy when My agonized Heart was opened by 
a lance on the Cross" (Diary, 299). 
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"Not in the beauty of the 

color, nor of the brush lies 

the greatness of this image, 

but in My grace." 

(Diary, 313)

This replica of the original image radiates from the altar of the 

National Shrine of Divine Mercy in Stockbridge, MA

This now famous image painted by Adolf Hyla hangs over the relics 

of St. Faustina at her convent in Poland.

A more modern image of Divine Mercy by Robert Skemp graces the 

altar of the Shrine of Divine Mercy in the Philippines. 

Sister Faustina wept after she saw this painting, because it so inadequately 

represented the radiant beauty of the risen and glorified Lord whom she had seen. 

Jesus reassured her that it is “not in the beauty of the color, nor of the brush lies the 

greatness of this image, but in My grace.”

One of the most famous versions of the Divine Mercy Image resides with St. 

Faustina’s religious order - the Congregation of the Sisters of Our Lady of Mercy 

and hangs over her relics. It was painted by Adolf Hyla in thanksgiving for the 

sisters saving him and his family during World War II.  Another, more modern 

version by Robert Skemp hangs in the altar of the Shrine of Divine Mercy in the 

Phillipines.

The main point is that everyone has their favorite0one isn’t more right than the other and we need to be respectful of them all. 
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The Chaplet of 

Divine Mercy

““““Through the chaplet you will obtain everything, if what Through the chaplet you will obtain everything, if what Through the chaplet you will obtain everything, if what Through the chaplet you will obtain everything, if what 

you ask for is compatible with My will.you ask for is compatible with My will.you ask for is compatible with My will.you ask for is compatible with My will.””””

(Diary, 1731)
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Chaplet of Divine Mercy

• The Chaplet was primarily 
intended by Jesus to be an 
intercessory prayer. 

• Above all, it is a plea for 
"mercy upon us, and upon 
the whole world." 

• Jesus encourages us to pray 
it for a variety of needs but 
remember that the plea for 
mercy should be included 
along with our intentions in 
using it. 

First, the Chaplet was primarily intended by our Lord to be an intercessory prayer. 

We must never forget that the Chaplet is above all a plea for "mercy upon us, and 

upon the whole world." This dimension of the Chaplet must never be absent from 

our intentions in using it. Jesus said to St. Faustina: "Oh, what great graces I will 

grant to souls who say this chaplet; the very depths of My tender mercy are stirred 

for the sake of those who say the chaplet" (Diary entry 848), and "My daughter, 

encourage souls to say the chaplet which I have given you. It pleases me to grant 

everything they ask of Me by saying the chaplet" (entry 1541), and again, "Through 

the chaplet you will obtain everything, if what you ask for is according to My will" 

(entry 1731). 
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The Three O’clock 

Hour and Prayer

At three oAt three oAt three oAt three o’’’’clock, implore My mercy, especially for sinners; clock, implore My mercy, especially for sinners; clock, implore My mercy, especially for sinners; clock, implore My mercy, especially for sinners; 

and, if only for a brief moment, immerse yourself in My and, if only for a brief moment, immerse yourself in My and, if only for a brief moment, immerse yourself in My and, if only for a brief moment, immerse yourself in My 

Passion, particularly in My abandonment at the moment of Passion, particularly in My abandonment at the moment of Passion, particularly in My abandonment at the moment of Passion, particularly in My abandonment at the moment of 

agony. This is the hour of great mercy. In this hour, I will agony. This is the hour of great mercy. In this hour, I will agony. This is the hour of great mercy. In this hour, I will agony. This is the hour of great mercy. In this hour, I will 

refuse nothing to the soul that makes a request of Me in virtue refuse nothing to the soul that makes a request of Me in virtue refuse nothing to the soul that makes a request of Me in virtue refuse nothing to the soul that makes a request of Me in virtue 

of My Passionof My Passionof My Passionof My Passion.

(Diary, 1320)
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Three O’clock Prayer

• Jesus wants us to turn our attention 
to His Passion at the three o’clock 
hour to whatever degree our duties 
allow, and He wants us to ask for His 
mercy. 

• This can be a mental pause where 
look at him on a crucifix or bring his 
crucifixion to mind. 

• It can be a short prayer, like the  3 
o’clock prayer or something longer if 
the time allows (Stations of the 
Cross, Adoration, Sorrowful 
mysteries of the rosary)

The moment of Jesus’ agony on the cross is another time, every day, where the 

privilege and grace of Mercy is opened. 

Again, he tries to make it as simple for us, and obtainable for us, as possible.  We 

can all mentally pause for a "brief instant," think of His total abandonment at the 

hour of agony, and say a short prayer such as "Jesus, Mercy," or "Jesus, for the 

sake of Your Sorrowful Passion, have mercy on us and on the whole world."

This meditation, however brief, on Christ’s Passion brings us face-to-face with the 

cross, and, as Pope John Paul II writes in Rich in Mercy, "It is in the cross that the 

revelation of merciful love attains its culmination" (8).
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The Feast of Mercy 

(Divine Mercy Sunday)

"This Feast emerged from the very depths of My mercy, and 
it is confirmed in the vast depths of My tender mercies.  

Every soul believing and trusting in My mercy will obtain it." 

(Diary, 420)

When Pope John Paul canonized Sr. Faustina (making her St. Faustina), he also, 

on the same day, surprised the entire world by establishing Divine Mercy Sunday 

(the feast day associated with the message) as a feast day for the entire Church. 

The feast day falls on the Second Sunday of the Easter season. On that day, Pope 

John Paul II declared, "This is the happiest day of my life." 
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Divine Mercy Sunday 

https://youtu.be/w7NvZ-xgzB8

This video shows Divine Mercy Sunday at the National Shrine of Divine Mercy in 

Stockbridge, MA.  It boils 15 hours of preparation, prayer, worship and clean-up to 

90 seconds.  20,000 people flock to the Shrine on Divine Mercy Sunday – rain, 

snow or sun.
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What is Divine Mercy Sunday?

• Divine Mercy Sunday is the 
Easter Octave – the Sunday 
after Easter

• The theologian who 
examined St. Faustina's
writings for the Holy See, 
explained it is the promise 
of a complete renewal of 
baptismal grace, and in that 
sense like a "second 
Baptism" 

I desire that the Feast of Mercy be a 

refuge and shelter for all souls, and 

especially for poor sinners. On 

that day the very depths of My 

tender mercy are open. I pour out 

a whole ocean of graces upon 

those souls who approach the 

Fount of My Mercy. The soul that 

will go to Confession and receive 

Holy Communion shall obtain 

complete forgiveness of sins and 

punishment (Diary 699). 

We call it Divine Mercy Sunday, but sometimes I wonder if people would pay more attention to it if we used the 
words Jesus used to describe it:  Feast of My Mercy? 

Liturgically the day has always been centered on the theme of Divine mercy and forgiveness. 

St. Augustine wrote about days leading to the Easter Octave, which he called “the days of mercy and pardon,”
and the Octave Day itself “the compendium of the days of mercy.”

And, the theologian who examined St. Faustina's writings for the Holy See, explained that it is the promise of a 
complete renewal of baptismal grace, and in that sense like a "second Baptism" 

Who wouldn’t want their soul to be that clean again? 
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1,6573,5572016

1,4713,5342017

1,4153,4312018

Divine Mercy Sunday
(Total attendance)

Easter Vigil / Easter Day
(Total attendance)

Year

He’s offering us unlimited graces …

…but we aren’t there.

Assumption: Historical Attendance

Well0it seems like a lot of people miss out on the opportunity to be completely 

cleansed.  

Today’s excerpt (4/12/2019) from Divine Mercy Daily, a daily excerpt from the Diary 

of St. Faustina was: 

My daughter, speak to priests about this inconceivable mercy of Mine. The 

flames of mercy are burning Me — clamoring to be spent; I want to keep 

pouring them out upon souls; souls just don’t want to believe in My 

goodness (Diary, 177). 

Or, those souls just aren’t there.  It really hurts to think of all that mercy being left 

behind when it could be put to so much good in people’s lives.  I can’t even say it’s 

being left at the altar.  It’s being left in the tabernacle.  

If you do nothing else, not chaplet, not the novena, go to him on Divine Mercy 

Sunday with TRUST.  Ask him to give you all the graces that are being left behind 

by others.  He won’t think you are being greedy – he wants to pour them out to us.
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The graces of My mercy are drawn by means of one vessel only, 

and that is – trust.

I want to end with these pictures were taken by Assumption’s own Tony Cunder

when he took a pilgrimage to the Holy Land with Fr. Przemek Nowak.  They were 

taken at the Church built at the site where Jesus taught his followers the Our 

Father.  He took the first image, up and down, and then took another, sideways.  He 

almost deleted it because the glare was in the way.  Then, he looked again0

I’m thankful Tony didn’t delete this image and that he didn’t keep it to himself.  

Mercy is to be shared.  

I’m grateful to Hazel for sharing this image with me and then making me look again 

when I missed what she wanted me to see.

Jesus has his ways of making us pay attention.  Take a look for yourself.  Try it 

yourself.
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Resources

• Marians of the Immaculate Conception of the B.V.M. 
(official promoters of Divine Mercy) https://www.marian.org/
and https://www.thedivinemercy.org/

• The Congregation of the Sisters of Our Lady of Mercy 
https://www.faustyna.pl/zmbm/en/mercy/

• The Diary of St. Faustina

https://www.shopmercy.org/diary-of-saint-maria-faustina-kowalska.html

• Download the official Divine Mercy app 
https://www.thedivinemercy.org/app/?source=marian-apps

As this devotion grows As regards spreading and practicing the Devotion to the 

Divine Mercy, the most frequent mistakes result from the fact that only excerpts 

from the Diary’, analyzed out of context, are disseminated and also from the fact 

that the devotion is practiced incorrectly. 

So I urge you to learn more.  And, as one piece of advice, learn more before diving 

into St. Faustina’s Diary.  It will help you to read it with better understanding. 

I’ve learned immeasurably more about the Devotion to Divine Mercy and about my 

own trust in Him as I prepared to speak to you tonight.  So, again, Linda, thank you 

so very much for the opportunity, and, I thank each of you for listening and hope 

that something within it inspires you. 


