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SATURDAY, JULY 25 
     8:00 a.m.  Sandy Jones 
     5:30 p.m. Alice Leyhan 
 

SUNDAY, JULY 26 
    7:00 a.m. People of the Parish 
    8:30 a.m. Francis Scott Walker 
  10:00 a.m. Geraldine Simko 
  12:15 p.m. Bill Bender 
 

MONDAY, JULY 27 
    7:00 a.m. Sr. Kevin Mary Grennan 
  12:05 p.m. Roger Egan 
 

TUESDAY,  JULY 28 
     7:00 a.m. Eugene Mury 
   12:05 p.m. Theresa Salome 
 

WEDNESDAY, JULY 29 
     7:00 a.m. Kevin Kenney 
   12:05 p.m. Mrs. Virginia Tanzola 
 

THURSDAY, JULY 30 
    7:00 a.m. James, Elizabeth, and 
 Mary Bernadette Beston 
  12:05 p.m. Joseph Crowley 
 

FRIDAY, JULY 31 
    7:00 a.m. Norie Almendinger 
   12:05 p.m. Joseph Luciano 
 

SATURDAY, AUGUST 1 
    8:00 a.m. Thomas F. Doyle 
    5:30 p.m. Gaetana Valentine 
 

SUNDAY, AUGUST 2 
    7:00 a.m. People of the Parish     
    8:30 a.m. Brian Prendergast 
  10:00 a.m. E. Lloyd Powers 
  12:15 p.m. Thomas F. Doyle  
 
 
The Rosary is prayed every weekday 15 minutes 
before the 12:05 Mass. 
 

Eucharistic Adoration is held every Friday from 7:00 
a.m. to 7:00 p.m. at Notre Dame of Mt. Carmel, Cedar 
Knolls. 
 

The Perpetual Novena in honor of Our Lady of the 
Miraculous Medal is prayed every Monday 
immediately following the 12:05 p.m. Mass. 
 

Perpetual Adoration is observed seven days-a-week, 
24 hours daily at St. Margaret of Scotland in 
Morristown. 
 
 

 

irst Reading  – 2 Kings 4: 42-44  
Our first reading today concerns the 

prophet Elisha.  The power of God works 
through Elisha to bring relief to those 
suffering during a famine.   
 

econd Reading – Ephesians 4: 1-6  
 In a moving passage from the Letter to the 

Church in Ephesus, the author urges his 
readers to maintain the unity of the 
community by being humble and patient.  The 
oneness of God ought to be reflected in the 
oneness of the Church.  
 

ospel – John 6: 1-15  
Although during this liturgical year most 

Gospel readings come from the Gospel of 
Mark, for the next several weeks excerpts 
from chapter six of the Gospel of John will 
be presented.  Today’s passage presents a 
scene reminiscent of Elisha in our first 
reading.  The power of God is seen in the 
feeding of the multitudes by Jesus.  As 
Christians today, we are similarly nourished 
for our mission in the world when we gather 
at the Eucharistic table for the Lord.     
 
We invite you to prayerfully reflect on the readings for 
next Sunday, August 2, Eighteenth Sunday in 
Ordinary Time 
 

First Reading : Exodus 16: 2-4, 12-15 
Second Reading:  Ephesians 4: 17, 20-24 
Gospel :  John 6: 24-35  

 
 
 

SUMMER SCHEDULE 
Due to vacations for our hard 
working staff and office volunteers, 
it is suggested that you call the 
Parish Office at 973-539-2141 if 
you will be visiting after 3:00 p.m.  
There will be times when the office 
will be closing early throughout the 
summer.   
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PLEASE REMEMBER AND PRAY  
FOR THE RECOVERY OF: 

Pat and Bob Seely, Noelle Talarico, Lorraine McMahon, 
John Dingman, Judy Lynch, Romaine Rea, Agnes 
Hogan, Kathleen McCarthy Brennan, Tony Bersani, Mary 
Ascher, Irene Schreiber, Rita Ventre, Helen Bitondo, 
Gladys Mageau, Cindy Hogan, Becca Wishbow, Michael 
Garde, Joseph McGovern, Elsa McGlynn, Doris 
Lemieux, Patricia Barter-Varrichio, William Galligan, 
Doris Laurenti, Heidi Hertsgaard, Mary O’Connell, Janet 
Cloninger, Jerry Kwilos, Kathy Farrand, Robert Carduner, 
Sherry Rickely, Manuel and Delicia Calderon, Ariel 
Donnelly, Julie Ann Barlotta, Elaine Brady, Christy Lee 
Ascolese, Sabrina Sanchez, Jim Cavanaugh, Gabrielle 
Murtha, Jody Hartley,  Doris Laurenti, Guy J. Palazzolo, 
Jane A. Mullins, Landa Martin, Mary Breen,  Elizabeth 
Gibson, Theresa O’Connell, Maria Svaglinac, 
Christopher Scully,  Malcolm Sutherland Foggio, Charles 
Lieb McCloskey, Marie Valvano, Conrad Geraghty, 
Charlotte Resz, Linda Rosenberg, Sheila Hare, Joseph 
Abrams, Dillon Pasapane,  Albert J. Kelly, Jr.,  Monica 
Turner,  David Monahan,  Ricky Broesler, Alice Slattery, 
Robert Hartje, Eugene R. Fennimore, and Neil, Julia 
Sillo, Amy Villoresi Cooney, Kenneth Donohue, Susan, 
Jaime Trent,  Adarsh and Sue Sharma, Dominick Vacca, 
Andrew Puntel, Gloria Ives, Sheila Johnson, William 
West, and Fr. Joe Casey. 
 
You are invited to call the Parish Office with the names 
of any loved ones who you would like included in the 
prayers for the good health of the sick and homebound.  
  
Please notify us when our prayers for recovery have  
been answered, so we may remove the person from 
the list.  
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Helen K. Marks 
Mother of 

Helen, Marianne, and Edward 
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Jeanne Ruccio to Gary Glodek 
Amanda Mendez to John Gray 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 
 
 
An open house “Farewell” and “Hello” picnic – with 
Father Martin and Father John as the guests of honor – 
will be held on Sunday, September 13, 2009 from 1:30 
until 4:30 p.m. on the grounds of Assumption School and 
Ministry Center 
 
Although the picnic will be free for all parishioners and 
school families, if you plan to attend, we ask you to make 
a reservation so that we will know how many people to 
plan for. If you have access to email, please email us at  
assumption.picnic@assumptionparish.org and tell us 
three things only. 
 
 
Family name 
Number of adults attending 
Number of children attending 
 
 
If you don’t have access to email, please call the parish 
office at 973-539-2141, ext. 11, and leave a voicemail 
with the same information. In order to plan correctly, we 
need to receive your reservation by Thursday, 
September 3. 
 
Please note that this is the rescheduled date for the 
picnic.  If you made a reservation for the picnic which 
was originally scheduled in June, you need to email or 
call us again with updated information. 
 
 

 
$$$$Financial Blessings$$$$ 

The collection for July 12 totaled $12,131, last year’s 
totaled $13,605.  Thank you for your continued 
generosity and support!  

 
 

 

Mass Attendance for July 18 and 19 
 5:30 p.m. 255 
 7:00 a.m. 123 
 8:30 a.m. 196 
 10:00 a.m. 480 
 12:15 p.m.    283 

               TOTAL        1,337     
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_______________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
THE LIGHT OF CHRIST SHINES AT ASSUMPTION 

We believe that Jesus Christ breathes His Spirit on us so that we can 
strive to become a more perfect expression of the Good News in all 
aspects of everyday life. 

 
During the week of July 5th, the Youth Ministry group 
took our annual trip to West Virginia to do some 
habitat work for families who desperately needed 
our help.  We took a record breaking 68 teens and 
adults on the trip this summer, and since we had so 
many people, we were able to work on about a 
dozen family’s homes.  As I am sure you can 

imagine, all of this work takes a lot of time and dedication, a lot of hard work, and of course, a 
lot of money.  We were able to raise a good amount of money prior to the trip at our cocktail 
party fundraiser, but given the number of people that we took and the nature of the jobs that we 
did, we did go over our budget.  Any further support is greatly appreciated.   
 
I thought that I would share with you some reflections from the week from Bridget Byrne, who is 
one of our group members who came on the trip for the first time this summer.   
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                                                                                                                    MORE TO FOLLOW NEXT WEEK……….
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__________________________________________________________________________________ 

 
LUNAR COMMUNION 

 
I read the following article earlier this week and thought I 
would share it with you:  
 

~~~~~~~~~~ 
 
Forty years ago this week, the eyes of the world were 
focused on the skies.  On July 20, 1960, American 
astronauts Neil Armstrong and Buzz Aldrin took their 
historic first steps on the surface of the moon.  Another 
first took place just before the two astronauts climbed out 
of the lunar module Eagle and set foot on the moon that 
was kept quiet at the time by NASA:  Communion was 
celebrated on the moon. 
 
Two Sundays before the launch of Apollo 11, Aldrin 
participated in a private Communion service at his 
Presbyterian church.  During the service, a small piece of 
the bread and a small chalice of wine were sealed in 
plastic packets.  The packets were safely stowed in 
Aldrin’s personal preference kit.  When the lunar module 
touched down on the moon, Aldrin took out the 
communion elements and set them out in front of the 
guidance-system computer.  He then radioed to 
Houston: 
 
“Houston, this is Eagle.  This is the LM pilot speaking. I 
would like to request a few moments of silence.  I would 
like to invite each person listening in, whomever or 
wherever he may be, to contemplate for a moment the 
events of the last few hours, and to give thanks in his 
own individual way.”  Next came the moment of 
Communion.  Aldrin writes in his autobiography:  “I 
opened the little plastic packages which contained the 
bread and wine.  I poured the wine into the chalice our 
church had given me.  In the one-sixth gravity of the 
moon, the wine slowly curled and gracefully came up the 
side of the cup.  It was interesting for me to think: the 
very first liquid poured on the moon, and the very first 
food eaten there, were the communion elements. . .  
 
“Just before I partook of the elements, I read the words 
which I had chosen to indicate our trust that as man 
probes into space, we are in fact acting in Christ.  I 
sensed especially strongly my unity with our church back 
home, and with the Church everywhere. . . I gave thanks 
for the intelligence and spirit that had brought two young 
pilots to the Sea of Tranquility.  I read:  ‘I am the vine, 
you are the branches.  Whoever remain in me, and I in 
him, will bear much fruit; for you can do nothing without 
me.’” 

(From Return to Earth by Edwin E. “Buzz Adrin, Jr.) 
 

Seeing the Earth from the Moon was a Theophany and 
Epiphany for each of us that week.  We felt God’s 
presence in it all.  Let us not miss God’s ongoing 
revelations to us in our daily lives. 

                                    – Father Martin   
 
 
 

 

                      FROM  THE 
                       ASSOCIATE  PASTOR 
 

INCLUSIVENESS 
 

WOMEN IN THE ACTS OF THE APOSTLES  
  
The readings for each of the Sundays of Easter focus on 
the activities of Peter, Paul, Barnabas and Stephen. The 
women leaders in Acts—Tabitha, Lydia and Prisca—are 
featured only in the weekday readings of the Easter 
season.  In fact most Catholics are completely unaware 
that there even were woman leaders in the early 
churches.  And no wonder since they are rarely if ever 
mentioned on Sundays.  Let me be clear, I’m not 
suggesting that we not  hear about the activities of the 
men, but I do believe we do a severe injustice to the 
Word of God—Scripture—by not including the significant 
stories of women that the Scripture writers were inspired 
by God to write about.  We not only deserve to hear 
them, we have a right and responsibility to be able to 
listen to them.  In the next several weeks I will conclude 
my observations about God’s dramatic inclusiveness in 
counter distinction to the secular society’s patriarchal 
(male dominated) bias, by giving some suggestions to 
remedy the problem. 
 
SUGGESTIONS FOR LISTENING TO OUR INCLUSIVE 
GOD IN JESUS CHRIST: 
Be aware of historic andocentric (centered only on male 
images) bias in both Hebrew and Christian texts and try 
to alleviate it through inclusive proclamation and 
preaching.  Change references to “Abraham, Isaac and 
Jacob” either by referring to our “ancestors in faith” (now 
standard in New Revised Standard Version [NRSV]of the 
Bible) or better by including Sarah, Rebecca and Rachel.  
Whenever texts refer to “sons” we should demonstrate 
God’s inclusiveness by proclaiming “daughters and 
sons”. 
 

                                  ������������������ �
�

AN ADULT THEOLOGY FOR TODAY BLENDING 
MODERN SCIENCE WITH CHRISTIAN DOCTRINE 

WEDNESDAY, JULY 29 – 7:30 P.M. 
St. Mark Lutheran Church 
Harter Road, Morristown 

 
PRESENTING MICHAEL MORWOOD 

THEOLOGIAN AND AUTHOR 
 

With the creation story of Adam and Eve no longer 
perceived as literal events, our understanding of the 
cosmos requires a monumental shift to a doctrine that 
embraces a new cosmology which recognizes that we 
live in God and God is present in the entire scope of 
creation. 
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GOD SUSTAINS THOSE 
WHO FOLLOW JESUS:  
Elisha’s servant in today’s 
first reading sees a limited 

amount of food for a large number of people.  He cannot 
grasp, as the disciples in the Gospel cannot grasp, that 
with God a little can be abundance. 
Adults:  When have I seen only the limits of a situation 
and later realized that I had failed to grasp what God can 
do with meager resources? 
Children:  How does God help me live and grow each 
day? 
A Family Perspective:  As you gather as a family, talk 
together about the things that your family needs, starting 
with the basics—food, shelter, safety, and so on. 
Continue by naming other things that a family needs to 
be happy and healthy—time together, cooperation, 
patience, and so on. Observe that sometimes we can 
feel like we don't have enough of the things that we need 
or want. Talk about how Jesus provided plenty of food 
for the crowd in today’s Gospel with just five barley 
loaves and two fish. We have faith that Jesus will also 
take what we have and make it enough to satisfy and fill 
all our needs. 
 
RESPONDING TO GOD’S WORD:  Use one of these 
suggestions or one of your own to respond to God’s word 
this week. 
In the home:  If you are eating alone, sit for a moment 
with your food.  Begin to recognize all that nourishes you 
in every way. 
In the workplace:  Consider doing something or saying 
something that will truly sustain a colleague or a friend. 
In the community:  Pay attention to newspapers, TV, and 
entertainment, and try to decipher the true and false 
representations of what will sustain us and bring us 
forward in life. 
 

REGISTER CHILDREN & YOUTH 
FOR 2009-2010 

RELIGIOUS EDUCATION CLASSES! 
New and returning families are invited 
to register via our online registration 
system.  Please visit the parish 
website at www.assumptionparish.org, 

link to ‘Religious Education’, then link to ‘Sign up for Rel 
Ed’.  You may then choose the appropriate form for the 
Catechesis of the Good Shepherd, 1st-8th grade 
classes, Confirmation Prep, and Fridays, Faith & Family 
(limited to 30 families).  As a returning user, you may 
access your online account. You'll have the opportunity 
to retrieve your password if you've forgotten it. You may 
also update/change information where necessary.  A $10 
late fee will be applied to each family account that 
registers after July 31st. 

 

usccb.org/sdwp/index.shtml  
U.S. Bishops Department of 
Justice, Peace, and Human 
Development.  This arm of the 
USCCB offers alerts on current 

issues as well as practical strategies and ideas for use 
throughout the church year. 

 
SUMMER 2009 

6TH GRADE BUY A BIBLE CAMPAIGN 
Our 6th grade Religious Education 
students are given a Catholic Youth Bible 
at the start of our program in October.  
The cost to our program for a Bible is 
$20.  Donations are now being accepted for the 
purchase of these Bibles.  We need to purchase 
approximately 60 Bibles and Bible tabs.  If you choose to 
buy a Bible, your name or the name of a loved one you 
designate will be inscribed into the Bible.  Interested 
benefactors should complete a “Buy a Bible” form (blue 
sheet) available at the doors of the church and return it 
to the Religious Education Office or contact Sharon 
Bertram at assumptionreled@optonline.net or 973-267-
5638 for more information. 

 
AN EXTRAORDINARY “YEAR FOR 

PRIESTS” 
Pope Benedict has declared an 
extraordinary “Year for Priests”, 
beginning with the Solemnity of the 
Sacred Heart of Jesus, June 19, 2009, 
and ending a year later on this same 
universal feast. We are challenged to 

root our lives in the priestly heart of Jesus and to 
mediate his presence to others in the world. 
 
Close to the Heart of God:  The New Testament teaches 
us how to read the prayers of the psalmist as 
expressions of the heart of Jesus.  Frequently prayed on 
the lips of Jesus, the psalms articulate his trust in the 
Father, his compassion for humanity, and his intense 
suffering for our redemption.  But the psalms also 
express the joyful heart of Christ who knows that he will 
not be left in the place of death.  Through the centuries, 
Christians have sought to learn from the heart of Jesus 
in order to imitate his virtues.  Christians have also 
realized that God will mold their hearts when they stay 
close to the heart of Jesus.  The renewal of our hearts is 
ultimately a gift that flows from the heart of Jesus.  In his 
hour of glory, the side of Jesus was pierced with a lance, 
unleashing the saving water and redeeming blood that 
flowed from his deepest core.  From his eternally 
wounded heart, life-giving graces would flow into the 
hearts of all those who put their faith in him. 
For reflection:  In what ways did Jesus show us that 
God’s love is infinite and universal?  How could I use 
these biblical truths to develop a spirituality of the heart? 
The Sacred Heart of Jesus, Twenty-Third Publications 
can be reached at 973-538-3134.   
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W e only have five loaves of bread and two fish. 
Matthew 14: 17 
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